Photoshop Elements 6, Lesson 3-1

EDITOR PREFERENCES

© Darry D Eggleston, 813.677.2871, DarryD@darryd.com

Click on any blue, underlined text to go to its linked reference.

After one loads Photoshop Elements 6 onto the PC, it's important to set
the preferences for the program. However, preferences must be set separ-
ately for the Editor and for the Organizer.

Here’s how to do it in the Editor.

1. After you open Photoshop Elements,
select the Editor.

Within the Editor, from the Menu-
Bar, select Edit > Preferences > General
(Figure 1).
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2. General. In the General tab (Figure 2), make the changes shown.
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Figure 2

3. Saving Files (Figure 3). When the Saving Files options are selected (on
the left-side of the window), these appear. (The window is curtailed to show

only the pertinent parts.)

General File Saving Options

Saving Files On First Save: | Asklf Original

Performance .
Image Previews:  AhwaysSave

Display & Cursors

File Extension:

Transparency Use Lower Caze

Units & Rulers
Grid
Plug-lns

File Compatibility
Prefer Adobe Camera Raw for Supported Raw Files

lgnore Camera Data (EXIF) profiles
Type 4 b

Maximize P5D File Compatibility:  Atways

Recent file list contains: 10 files

Figure 3
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4. Performance (Figure 4). When satisfied with “Saving Files” settings, click
on the Performance tab. These options appear.

® The key choice is how much RAM you want to permit Elements to access.
In this, | have allocated 500 Mb which was more than Elements recom-
mended. However, the more you can allocate, the faster and more efficient
Elements will run.

® You can also increase Elements’ efficiency by lowering the number of His-
tory States (number of past choices which you can un-do) from 26 (the de-
fault) to a smaller number such as 20 which | have chosen.

Preferences
General Performance -
e ik b o History & Cache

Performance Available RAM: 758 MB History States:

Display & Cursors

Cancel

Reset
Ideal Range: 417-545 MB o . =
Transparency Cachigitevci ) 6 Prev

otoshol ts Use: 5 VB (6694)
It Rl Let Photoshop Elements Use: 500  MB (66%%)

. Next
Grid
Plug-lns
Type Scratch Disks

Activel! | Drive Free Space

/ Lo 8655GE

Description

Figure 4
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5. Display and Cursors (Figure 5). Here new choices appear. It is here
that you can change the color of the background (called the Shield) and its
opacity. | do not recommend making any changes in this window.

Preferences

General Display OK
Saving Files « Show Transition Effects

Cancel

Performance o ) .
Painting Cursors Other Cursors Reset
Display & Cursors =

Transparency Prev
Units & Rulers

. Next
Grid Standard e Standard

Plug-lns Precise Precise
Type @ Mormal Brush Tip
Full Size Brush Tip

Show Crosshair in Brush Tip

Crop Tool

" Use Shield

Shield Color:

Figure 5

6. Transparency (Figure 6) option. While you can make changes here, | do
not recommend it.

Preferences

General Transparency Settings OK

Saving Files Grid Size: Aedi 3
] Grid 5i Medium Cancel
Performance .
Grid Colors:  Light Beset
Display & Cursors e

Transparency Prev
Units & Rulers

. Next
Grid

Plug-lns
Type

Figure 6
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7. Units and Rulers (Figure 7). Here you can change what measurements
(pixels or inches) are shown on the ruler, the print resolution and the screen
resolution. Leave the print resolution to 300 pixels-per-inch (ppi) and the
screen resolution at 72 dpi.

Preferences

General OK
Saving Files
- . Cancel
Performance Type:

Display & Cursors Reset

Transparency Print Sizes:

Units & Rulers
Grid
Plug-Ins Width: 130.7 points

Column Size

W
Type Gutter: 12 points

Mew Document Preset Resolutions
Print Resolution: 300 pixels/inch
Screen Resolution: 72 pixelsinch

Photo Project Units

Bhoto Project Units: | inches

Figure 7

8. Grid (Figure 8). All these options should be left unchanged.

Preferences

General Grid OK
Saving Files Color: | Custom Gridline every: 1

Performance

Cancel

Style:  Lines Subdivisions: 4
Display & Cursors Beset

Transparency
Units & Rulers
Grid

Plug-Ins

Type

Figure 8
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9. Plug-ins (Figure 9). These options should be modified to ensure that the
plug-ins are stored in the C:\Program Files\Adobe\Photoshop Elements 6.0\
Presets\ folder. By default, the plug-ins are stored in C:\Documents and
Settings\[User]\... folder which means that each user will not have access to
the plug-ins of the other user. (Plug-ins include any added brushes, styles
and other items.) By listing the folder | recommend, all users can access any
and all added plug-ins.

Preferences

General ' Additional Plug-Ins Folder oK

Saving Files CAProgram Files\Adobe'\Photoshop Bements 6.00Presets’,

Cancel

Performance

Display & Cursors Reset

Transparency Prev

Units & Rulers

Grid Next
i

Plug-lns

Type

Figure 9

10. TYPE (Figure 10). Don’t change any options here unless you are going
to be using languages from the Asian area.

Preferences

General Type Options P

Saving Files « Use Smart Quotes
Cancel
Performance Show Asian Text Options

Display & Cursors « Enable Missing Glyph Protection Reset

Transparency + Show Font Names in English

Prev
Units & Rulers « Font Preview Size:  Edralarge

. Next
Grid

Plug-lns
Type

Figure 10
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