Photoshop Elements 5

DIGITAL SIGNATURE

© Darry D Eggleston, 2006, DarryD@darryd.com

Wouldn't it be great to be able to quickly “sign” a photo you've taken or a
graphic that you've created? Elements permits you to do that. Here’s how.

1. Sign a blank, white sheet of paper.

A. Make the signature the size which you normally sign your name.

B. Make two signatures: make one with a fine-point ink pen and one
using a felt-tip pen, like the “Sharpie Fine Point” pen. The first will be used
when you’re signing smaller works of art such as wallpaper or animated
graphics. The second will be used on ————— —
photos. Due the size of photos, you'll w1
need a broader pen-stroke. ] %,__—‘
2. Scan the signature at 300 dpi ’@4_, :

(Figure 1) 1;:% [ Linches x 0493 inches (300 pp)_[» Il © B

Figure 1

3. Open the graphic signature in Elements’ Editor.

_ _  Solid Coter
4. Clean up the signature, removing any stray ——

marks or unintentional smudges. Pattern...

Levels... \
Brightness/igntrast. ..
5. Make an adjustment Layer (Figure 2).

Hue/Saturation..
Gradient Map...
Photo Filter...

Invert
Threshold...
Posterize...

Figure 2
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6. In the “Input Levels” (Figure 3): ) Leam more about: Levels
_ -

® Move the white marker a little to the | <™ "“—87_1' _________

left of the shown limit. w1 DD SR

A Move the black marker a little to the {ﬂ

right of the shown limit. —

* Qutput Leuels:"ﬂ—_] ’F\ )
|
7. Use the Magic Wand to select the .
white space outside of your signature. Figure 3

8. Use Select > Inverse to select the signature.

ce  layer Select Filter  View Window Help iRl

9. From the MenuBar, select Edit > Ctri+Z
Define Brush from Selection (Figure 4). e
Cut Ctrl+X
% Copy Ctrl+C
Copy Merged Shift+Ctrl+C
Paste Ctrl+V
Paste Into Selection Shift+Ctrl+V
[ Delete
Fill Selection...

Stroke (Outline) Selection...

Define Brush from Selection...

Figure 4

Siueh.Hame 3 10. In the “Brush Name,” give the new
HJ Leamn more about: Brush Name erSh a name (Figure 5) Youl” See a
y preview of what the signature will look
.;b’%‘.'; Mame: | Pat_Signs ! — Ilke .

Figure 5
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USE THE SIGNATURE

11. In a new document or photo, create P*-¥*=
a new layer (Figure 5).

Figure 5

. | 12. Select the brush (Figure 6):

O Click on the Brush tool.

® Click on the downward arrow next to
the brush selection options.

® Click on your digital signature brush.
® You may have to adjust the size of the
_| signature.

» 100 pt for wallpaper of 1024x768.

» 594 pt for 10 megapixel photos.

1RGP Z

NQesed@is g s x]

Figure 6

Untitled-1 @ 131% (RGB/8) _ox

I N O T S AU T T - T

13. Click on the document wherever you | 1 —
want the signature to appear (Figure 7). | /jﬁ? éﬁ”

=

Al
S

e
| 130.58% |

Figure 7
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14. Creating the signatures is one thing,

but if you do not save the brushes, once e
you select any other brush group, you

will lose that signature. So save it

(Figure 8): Text Only

Small Thumbnail

Large Thumbnail

Small List

Large List

Stroke Thumbnail

® Click on the Brush tool.

® Click on the drop-down arrow next to
the brush group you're using.

® Click on the circled-arrow for options.
® Click on “Save Brushes....”

Preset Manager...

OPRsNQ EXFES S NFAEDNGOT

Reset Brushes...

Load Brushes...
Save Brushes...

Figure 8

Savein: | £ Brushes v % m.

Y ;'(Assorled Brushes.abr 15. Name the BrUSh GrOUp (Flgure 9):
. |<Basic Brushes.abr

Doaumerts | Calligraphic Brushes.abr
@ < Drop Shadow Brushes.abr
e | = Dry Media Brushes.abr
< Faux Finish Brushes.ab
< Natural Brushgeeaed

7 = . . .
s e s ® |If the group already exists, click on it.
< Pen Pressure.abr
i < Signatures Brushes.abr
< Special Effect Brushes.abr
\':g £ Square Brushes.abr

wieme | Thick Heavy Brushes.abr
Places | Z\Wet Media Brushes.abr

©® Type a name for the group... or ...

® Touch the Enter key, on the key-
board, or click on the “Save” button.

Flle mame: [Mumbers Brushes.abr

ave
Fomnat: [Brusnes - 2BR) v
Figure 9

Adobe Photoshop
Enter key, on the keyboard, or CIiCk on B File C:\...\Mumbers Brushes.abr already exists. Do

16. If the Group already exists, touch the

you want to replace &£?

the “OK” button to confirm your desire to
overwrite the existing file (Figure 10).

Cancel

Figure 10
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